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Book Review - Everything I Know About Business I Learned
From the Grateful Dead

Everything I Know About Business I Learned From the Grateful Dead
By Barry Barnes

The jokes pretty much write themselves with this one. You can almost envision chapters like “How I Made My First Million Selling Grilled Cheese Sandwiches in
Dirty Parking Lots”. But once you get past the jokes about endless jams and white-bearded, tie-dyed hippies, you soon realize that the author is much more
than a Grateful Dead obsessed fan and that the band knew how to make money – lots of it.

As far as business books go, Barry Barnesʼ Everything I Know About Business I Learned From the Grateful Dead is anything but boring the standard Who
Moved My Cheese suit and tie journalism. A professor at Nova Southeastern University in Florida and an admittedly late in life Deadhead, Barnes is a natural at
story-telling, offering solid examples of The Deadʼs business philosophy told through entertaining and telling anecdotes from band members and their crew.

The band learned early on that it was ok to let their fans tape their shows, creating a loyal audience that was
willing to follow the band from show to show (paying admission at each stop) and stock up on group
memorabilia. The Dead also felt strongly that every member of the group, from Jerry Garcia and Bob Weir
down to the folks who worked on the crew and handled things back at the office (yes there was a Grateful
Dead back office) had an equal stake in the band and were consulted and polled on every big business
decision.

Anyone who still thinks of the Grateful Dead as little more than drug-addled hippies too obsessed with peace
and flowers to worry about anything as petty as finances should probably pick up Barnesʼ book. Who knows,
maybe even the tax-the-poor, spare-the-rich crowd that seems to make up the bulk of the Republican Party
right now might discover their new favorite band. Doubtful, but stranger things have happened, like a bunch of
hippies from San Francisco becoming millionaires several times over with 10-minute plus songs and little
airplay.

Grand Central Publishing
256 pages/Hardcover

John Moore, Philadelphia Books Examiner
November 3, 2011 - Like this? Subscribe to get instant updates.

Credits: Grateful Dead

Everything I Learned About
Business I Learned From the
Grateful Dead, out now.

Ads by Google   Books   Book   Grateful Dead   Jerry Garcia

PrintEmail0
Share

http://www.examiner.com/books-in-philadelphia/book-review-everything-i-know-about-business-i-learned-from-the-grateful-dead?render=print#
http://www.examiner.com/books-in-philadelphia/book-review-everything-i-know-about-business-i-learned-from-the-grateful-dead?render=print#
http://www.examiner.com/books-in-philadelphia/john-moore
http://www.examiner.com/books-in-philadelphia/john-moore
http://www.examiner.com/user/1970011/2342166/subscribe?render=overlay
http://www.examiner.com/books-in-philadelphia/book-review-photo-3
https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py?contact=abg_afc&url=http://www.examiner.com/books-in-philadelphia/book-review-everything-i-know-about-business-i-learned-from-the-grateful-dead%3Frender%3Dprint&hl=en&client=ca-pub-7479725245717969&adU=+&adT=Books&adU=++&adT=Book&adU=+++&adT=Grateful+Dead&adU=++++&adT=Jerry+Garcia
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-7479725245717969&output=html&h=15&slotname=0422830355&w=590&lmt=1320370833&flash=10.2.153&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.examiner.com%2Fbooks-in-philadelphia%2Fbook-review-everything-i-know-about-business-i-learned-from-the-grateful-dead%3Frender%3Dprint%23print&dt=1320370840513&bpp=2&shv=r20111026&jsv=r20110914&correlator=1320370840530&frm=4&adk=3489541011&ga_vid=1539039890.1320370841&ga_sid=1320370841&ga_hid=1474980520&ga_fc=0&u_tz=-300&u_his=1&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=733&u_aw=1280&u_cd=24&u_nplug=12&u_nmime=110&dff=helvetica&dfs=14&adx=10&ady=817&biw=625&bih=480&ref=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.examiner.com%2Fbooks-in-philadelphia%2Fbook-review-everything-i-know-about-business-i-learned-from-the-grateful-dead&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=38&xpc=csilXPdWA7&p=http%3A//www.examiner.com&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&oe=utf8&height=15&width=468&format=fp_al_lp&fs=medium&f=arial&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=468x15_0ads_al&rt=ChBOs0KbAAMN4wq25BOzvkiHEgVCb29rcxoIN-tZ4_JlfLwoAVITCNu20djsm6wCFQqCtgod8HITEQ&hl=en&kw0=Books&kw1=Book&kw2=Grateful+Dead&kw3=Jerry+Garcia&okw=Books
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-7479725245717969&output=html&h=15&slotname=0422830355&w=590&lmt=1320370833&flash=10.2.153&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.examiner.com%2Fbooks-in-philadelphia%2Fbook-review-everything-i-know-about-business-i-learned-from-the-grateful-dead%3Frender%3Dprint%23print&dt=1320370840513&bpp=2&shv=r20111026&jsv=r20110914&correlator=1320370840530&frm=4&adk=3489541011&ga_vid=1539039890.1320370841&ga_sid=1320370841&ga_hid=1474980520&ga_fc=0&u_tz=-300&u_his=1&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=733&u_aw=1280&u_cd=24&u_nplug=12&u_nmime=110&dff=helvetica&dfs=14&adx=10&ady=817&biw=625&bih=480&ref=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.examiner.com%2Fbooks-in-philadelphia%2Fbook-review-everything-i-know-about-business-i-learned-from-the-grateful-dead&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=38&xpc=csilXPdWA7&p=http%3A//www.examiner.com&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&oe=utf8&height=15&width=468&format=fp_al_lp&fs=medium&f=arial&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=468x15_0ads_al&rt=ChBOs0KbAAMN8Qq25BOzvkiHEgRCb29rGgh29rQypBlGvSgBUhMI27bR2OybrAIVCoK2Ch3wchMR&hl=en&kw0=Books&kw1=Book&kw2=Grateful+Dead&kw3=Jerry+Garcia&okw=Book
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-7479725245717969&output=html&h=15&slotname=0422830355&w=590&lmt=1320370833&flash=10.2.153&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.examiner.com%2Fbooks-in-philadelphia%2Fbook-review-everything-i-know-about-business-i-learned-from-the-grateful-dead%3Frender%3Dprint%23print&dt=1320370840513&bpp=2&shv=r20111026&jsv=r20110914&correlator=1320370840530&frm=4&adk=3489541011&ga_vid=1539039890.1320370841&ga_sid=1320370841&ga_hid=1474980520&ga_fc=0&u_tz=-300&u_his=1&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=733&u_aw=1280&u_cd=24&u_nplug=12&u_nmime=110&dff=helvetica&dfs=14&adx=10&ady=817&biw=625&bih=480&ref=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.examiner.com%2Fbooks-in-philadelphia%2Fbook-review-everything-i-know-about-business-i-learned-from-the-grateful-dead&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=38&xpc=csilXPdWA7&p=http%3A//www.examiner.com&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&oe=utf8&height=15&width=468&format=fp_al_lp&fs=medium&f=arial&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=468x15_0ads_al&rt=ChBOs0KbAAMN9Qq25BOzvkiHEg1HcmF0ZWZ1bCBEZWFkGgjTNOf1E9JGgSgBUhMI27bR2OybrAIVCoK2Ch3wchMR&hl=en&kw0=Books&kw1=Book&kw2=Grateful+Dead&kw3=Jerry+Garcia&okw=Grateful+Dead
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/ads?client=ca-pub-7479725245717969&output=html&h=15&slotname=0422830355&w=590&lmt=1320370833&flash=10.2.153&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.examiner.com%2Fbooks-in-philadelphia%2Fbook-review-everything-i-know-about-business-i-learned-from-the-grateful-dead%3Frender%3Dprint%23print&dt=1320370840513&bpp=2&shv=r20111026&jsv=r20110914&correlator=1320370840530&frm=4&adk=3489541011&ga_vid=1539039890.1320370841&ga_sid=1320370841&ga_hid=1474980520&ga_fc=0&u_tz=-300&u_his=1&u_java=1&u_h=800&u_w=1280&u_ah=733&u_aw=1280&u_cd=24&u_nplug=12&u_nmime=110&dff=helvetica&dfs=14&adx=10&ady=817&biw=625&bih=480&ref=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.examiner.com%2Fbooks-in-philadelphia%2Fbook-review-everything-i-know-about-business-i-learned-from-the-grateful-dead&fu=0&ifi=1&dtd=38&xpc=csilXPdWA7&p=http%3A//www.examiner.com&rl_rc=true&adsense_enabled=true&ad_type=text_image&oe=utf8&height=15&width=468&format=fp_al_lp&fs=medium&f=arial&kw_type=radlink&prev_fmts=468x15_0ads_al&rt=ChBOs0KbAAMN-Qq25BOzvkiHEgxKZXJyeSBHYXJjaWEaCLDkrKamxx7-KAFSEwjbttHY7JusAhUKgrYKHfByExE&hl=en&kw0=Books&kw1=Book&kw2=Grateful+Dead&kw3=Jerry+Garcia&okw=Jerry+Garcia
http://www.examiner.com/books-in-philadelphia/book-review-everything-i-know-about-business-i-learned-from-the-grateful-dead?render=print#print
http://www.examiner.com/node/39346136/forward?render=overlay


11/3/11 8:41 PMBook Review - Everything I Know About Business I Learned From the Grateful Dead - Philadelphia Books | Examiner.com

Page 2 of 2http://www.examiner.com/books-in-philadelphia/book-review-everything…w-about-business-i-learned-from-the-grateful-dead?render=print#print


